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Governor Joey Salceda; 
Mayor Carlos Irwin Baldo; 
Distinguished Guests; 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Dios Marhay na Aga (Good morning)!   
 

• I am very pleased and honored to be here today 
to take part in the groundbreaking of this new 
housing site for families displaced by the 
flooding and mudslides in Camalig caused by 
super Typhoon Reming in December 2006. 

 
• This event is an important milestone for the 

families who will be relocated here.  You can 
now start your lives anew.  

 
• I work for the United States Government, 

specifically for the U.S. Agency for 
International Development, or USAID.  USAID is 
the agency of the U.S. Government that 
administers the U.S. foreign assistance program 
including its disaster relief activities. One 
of my most important roles in the USAID Mission 
in the Philippines is to serve as “Mission 
Disaster Relief Officer” – I am responsible for 
helping coordinate U.S. disaster relief 
assistance. 

 
• I am here today, however, on behalf of the U.S. 

Government as a whole, and the American people 
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who have supported the relief efforts here in 
the Bicol Region.  On their behalf, I want to 
convey my deepest sympathy to those of you who 
suffered the loss of loved ones, homes, and 
livelihoods.   

 
• The U.S. Government was among those who reacted 

quickly to the super Typhoon Reming disaster.  
Through USAID, we quickly provided $250,000, in 
grants to the Philippine National Red Cross and 
World Vision, to assist the victims of floods 
and mudslides in Marinduque, Albay and 
Catanduanes. 

 
• The Red Cross provided non-food commodities 

(such as blankets, sleeping mats, and mosquito 
nets) to support at least 1,000 families in 
Marinduque. 

 
• World Vision provided non-food commodities 

(such as blankets, sleeping mats, and mosquito 
nets, lamps, cooking wares, and galvanized 
iron) to support at least 3,500 families in 
Albay and Catanduanes.  The assistance also 
helped finance the distribution of seeds to 
families whose crops were damaged in both 
provinces, as well as a “Food and Cash-for-Work 
program in Albay that supported local 
government efforts to clear roads and drainage 
infrastructure of debris. 

 
• In addition, USAID brought in a relief flight 

and delivered to the Philippine National Red 
Cross non-food commodities with a total 
estimated value, excluding transport, $130,000.  
The commodities include 7,000 hygiene kits, 200 
rolls of plastic sheeting for temporary 
shelter, and close to 8,000 5-gallon jerry cans 
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specifically for the provinces affected by the 
super typhoon. 

 
• On May 25, 2007, President Bush signed into law 

the FY 2007 Supplemental known as PL 110-28, 
which includes $5 million for typhoon 
reconstruction assistance for the Bicol Region.  
The request for funds was authored by Senator 
Daniel Inouye of Hawaii. 

 
• The $5 million is supporting a number of 

integrated interventions to help families in 
the provinces of Albay and Camarines Sur 
through grants with Save the Children in the 
amount of $1.5 million and International 
Organization for Migration or IOM in the amount 
of $3.5 million. 

 
• IOM is primarily constructing a total of 907 

permanent core shelters and five learning/ 
community centers (NOTE:  Gov. Salceda wants to 
call it a learning center instead of a 
multipurpose community center) with water and 
sanitation facilities in Mauraro, Guinobatan 
and Tagaytay, Camalig both in Albay; and in the 
municipalities of Baao, Buhi and Nabua in 
Camarines Sur. 

 
• Save the Children will provide to 8,000 

families basic non-food commodities (such as 
plastic mats, blankets, mosquito nets, kitchen 
utensils, pails, water containers and hygiene 
kits).  It will also support the rehabilitation 
and diversification of livelihood as means to 
ensure food security at the household level; 
and works to increase awareness and 
participation of local governmental 
organizations (LGUs), public elementary 
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schools, children and communities in disaster 
risk reduction.   

 
 
• Specifically, the displaced families who will 

be relocated here in Barangay Tagaytay are 
receiving funds, through the IOM grant , for 
the construction of their new 350 permanent 
core shelters and one learning/community center 
both with water and sanitation facilities. 
Heads of families will be trained by IOM in the 
area of construction and will be hired during 
the construction of the core shelters thus, 
providing a means of livelihood. 

 
• In addition, Save the Children will distribute 

to approximately 3,500 families in the 
Municipality of Camalig basic non-food items; 
provide training and inputs for small scale 
livelihood activities; and conduct capacity 
building in disaster preparedness.   

 
• I congratulate everyone here today on helping 

to make this new beginning possible, and on 
your great resilience and courage.  This 
occasion represents the best of the Filipino 
tradition of community spirit and mutual help, 
or “Bayanihan”.  And it has been a coordinated 
effort involving many people and organizations. 

 
• First, there is the contribution of the 

Provincial Government, who made this permanent 
relocation site available.  Then there is the 
National Housing Authority and the Local 
Government Unit of Camalig who is providing 
site development, including road openings, road 
construction; and provision of public utilities 
such as power and water; the Department of 
Social Welfare and Development for tirelessly 
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helping in the validation of project 
beneficiaries; and of course the enthusiastic 
staff of IOM and Save the Children who have 
been working dedicatedly with all stakeholders 
in their respective projects.  The U.S. 
Government is honored to play a small role in 
supporting this large and impressive effort. 

 
• In closing, on behalf of USAID and the American 

People, I wish you full success in this very 
special project that hopefully contributes to 
the GuiCaDaLe Suburban Platform of Gov. 
Salceda.  (Note:  GuiCaDaLe stands for the 
towns of Guinobatan, Camalig, Daraga and 
Legazpi.  It is the Governor’s master plan for 
Albay wherein the idea is to create an 
alternative site for business and commerce that 
would prove enticing to businessmen and the 
rest of the population as well.  Part of the 
plan is to build an international airport and a 
South Rail.)This effort will surely make the 
province a safer and more secure place to live 
and work.  And I would also like to express our 
sincere gratitude to the community for the warm 
welcome today. 

 
 

• Let me wish nothing but the best for each of 
you. 

 
Dios mabalos. 
 
 
 


